
 

 

 
Year 

Group: 
1 

 

Topic:  How transport has changed 
in our local area 

Term:  Summer 1 
 

Main Focus: History 
 

Rationale For Topic 

This topic has been chosen to help Year 1 pupils develop an understanding of how life in their local area has changed over time 
through the lens of transport. Transport is a familiar and meaningful aspect of children’s everyday lives, making it an accessible 
and engaging starting point for learning about the past. 

By exploring how people in Bloxwich travelled in the past compared to today, pupils begin to 
understand the concept of change over time, which is a key focus of the Key Stage 1 history 
curriculum. The topic supports children in making connections between their own experiences and 
those of people who lived in their community in earlier times. Using local examples such as roads, 
buses, trains, and canals helps pupils to see history as something real and relevant rather than distant 
or abstract. 

Lesson 
Numbe

r 

Learning  
Objective (s): 

Success  
Criteria: 

Brief outline / reasoning  
for sequence 

1 LO:  To understand what transport is 
and that transport has changed over 
time. 

●​ I can say what transport means 

●​ I can name different types of 
transport 

This lesson will introduce the idea of transport 
and the past. The children will explore a range 
of photographs and videos that show transport 
from the past and transport from the present 
day. During the lesson the children will work 
together to create a ‘then and now’ transport 



 

●​ I can say one way transport has 
changed 

chart. They will also discuss their own 
experiences of different modes of transport.  
Key Vocabulary: 
transport, past, present, then, now, old, new 

2 LO: To find out how cars and roads in 
Bloxwich have changed. 

●​ I can describe an old car 
 

●​ I can describe a modern car 
 

●​ I can say one difference 
between them 

This lesson will focus on ‘cars and roads’ in 
Bloxwich. The children find out how cars and 
roads in Bloxwich have changed over time. 
During the lesson the children will explore 
photos of old streets in Bloxwich/Walsall vs 
today. They will then write about the 
differences and similarities.  
Key Vocabulary: 
car, road, street, different, same 
 

3 LO: To learn how buses and public 
transport have changed in Bloxwich. 

●​ I can talk about buses in the 
past 
 

●​ I can talk about buses today 
 

●​ I can say why buses are 
important 

This lesson will look at buses and public 
transport in Bloxwich. During the lesson, the 
children will compare photos of old and 
modern buses. We will also discuss the 
importance of buses and why people use 
them. We will also discuss how catching a bus 
links to environmental impact and sustainability 
benefits. 
Key Vocabulary: 
bus, passengers, journey, public transport 

4 LO:To explore how trains and railways 
have changed in Bloxwich. 

●​ I can say what trains were like in 
the past 

●​ I can say what trains are like 
today 

This lesson will focus on trains and the railway 
in Bloxwich. We will talk about Bloxwich North 
and Bloxwich railway stations and encourage 
the children to share their own personal 
experiences of traveling on a train. During the 
lesson, the children will compare old steam 
trains and modern trains. They will also look at 
pictures of Bloxwich station (past and present).​



 

●​ I can explain why trains are 
useful 

They will then build a simple train model using 
blocks. 
Key Vocabulary: 
train, railway, station, steam, electric 

5 LO: To find out how people travelled in 
the past before modern transport. 

●​ I can name a way people travelled 

in the past 
 

●​ I can explain why travel was slower​
 

●​ I can compare past travel with 

today 

In this lesson, we will explore how people 
travelled before cars. We will make local links, 
e.g. canals and horse drawn transport in the 
Walsall area. The children will look at pictures 
of canals and horse-drawn carts, discuss how 
people travelled to work or shops. They will 
then create a simple timeline of transport over 
time.  
Key Vocabulary: 
horse, cart, canal, boat, timeline 
 

6. LO: To compare transport in the past 
and present in Bloxwich 

●​ I can say two ways transport has 

changed 

●​ I can say what I like about modern 

transport 

●​ I can share what I have learned 

about transport in Bloxwich 

The children will reflect on the last few weeks' 
lesson and will use their historical thinking to 
summarise their findings. They will recap how 
transport has changed and will then orally talk 
about their key findings. They will then draw a 
“Bloxwich: past vs present transport” poster to 
show what they’ve learnt.  
 

 


