
 

Year Group: 1 
 

Topic: A Toy Story 
 

Term: Summer 1 
 

Main Focus: D&T- joining 
materials- hand puppets 

 

Rationale For Topic-  Our D&T link will be focused on joining materials. We will experiment with different joining techniques and investigate 
existing products before designing, making and evaluating our own hand puppets. To give this product a clear purpose, the children will be 
making them to share with our Nursery class in school. 

Lesson 
Number 

Learning  
Objective (s): 

Success  
Criteria: 

Brief outline / reasoning  
for sequence 

1 LO: To explore and evaluate 
hand and finger puppets. 
 

 

-​ I research what puppets look 
like. 

-​ I can suggest suitable 
materials that are used to 
make hand and finger 
puppets. 

-​ I can explore and suggest 
ways that the materials used 
have been joined together. 

To start the project the children will spend some time 
using the ipads to research puppets. They will look at 
what materials are used and why. 
 

2 LO: To investigate fabrics 
which are best for the purpose 
of making a puppet. 
 

-​ I can investigate different 
fabrics.  

-​ I can explore strength and 
ease of joining different 
fabrics together. 

-​ I will experiment and test 
different materials for their 
suitability to make a puppet. 

 

The children will explore a range of materials- how easy 
are they to cut/ join? How strong are they? How can you 
add a design to the material? Children will explore and 
evaluate a range of materials- cotton, felt, netting, etc.  

3 LO: To experiment using a 
template to cut and join 
materials. 

-​ I can suggest different ways 
of joining two pieces of 
material. 

The children will use this lesson to evaluate joining 
materials.  



 

 
-​ I can test different joining 

methods (e.g. glue, sewing, 
stapling).  

-​ I can identify the best 
method for joining material 
together. 

 
Children will test out the above methods to join two 
pieces of material- which is the easiest? Strongest? Most 
appealing? Which would be the most suitable? Why? 

4 LO: To design a hand puppet. -​ I can design a hand puppet. 
-​ I can plan which materials I 

will need to use. 
-​ I can plan how to join my 

material to create my final 
design. 

They will look at the design brief and design their own 
hand puppet - they will be asked to label their drawings, 
identifying the different materials they will need for their 
puppets and identifying the places to join materials and 
their selected joining technique.  

5 LO: To make my hand puppet 
design. 

-​ I can use my design to 
support me. 

-​ I can use materials and tools 
safely and effectively. 

-​ I can talk about what I am 
doing. 

This lesson the children will make their hand puppets - 
they will use a range of materials and resources to do this 
e.g. glue, scissors, glitter, fabric, sequins, staples, safety 
pins, sewing tools, etc.  They will have their designs on 
the table when doing this to support them. 
 

6 LO: To evaluate my hand 
puppet.  
 
 
 
  

-​ I can talk about the 
resources and materials I 
used. 

-​ I can identify things I liked 
my puppet. 

-​ I can think of improvements 
for my own puppet. 
 

Children should be more confident at their evaluation 
skills at this point in the year. They will be encouraged to 
look at each other's puppets, sharing what they liked 
about them. They will then think of improvements they 
could make to their own puppets. 

 


